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Introduction

In October 2014 CSS celebrates the 60" anniversary of its founding with this special issue of TVL,
a function at the Yowani Country Club in Canberra and also a weekend in the recently refurbished
Caves House at Yarrangobilly. Many members, former members and friends of the Society are
participating in the formal celebrations. Sadly, several foundation members who had joined in
previous anniversary celebrations are no longer with us. However, a few people who joined CSS
around fifty years ago have been able to participate and it is worth noting that three of them (Andy
Spate, Roger Curtis and Neil Anderson) are still members of the Society.

As the key event that led to the founding of CSS took place at Yarrangobilly, it is most appropriate
that Yarrangobilly Caves House is the venue for the major 60" celebrations, given the link between
Yarrangobilly and the founding of CSS, as revealed (again) in this issue.

The history of CSS has been told before, such as in the special TVLs produced for the 25" and 40"
anniversaries, and the pictorial history on CD-ROM produced for the 50", but there is more to tell.

In this issue, the retrospective is in two parts. First, there is an overview of what the Society and its
members have been up to over the last decade. And there is also an account of the first ten years
(1954-1964) as seen through the pages of The Canberra Times. A narrative such as this would have
been, in practical terms, almost impossible to compile without the digital on-line resources of the
National Library’s Trove. What a wonderful and ever-expanding research tool it is. It is important
to gratefully acknowledge the work of Kim Van Dyk, a caver with the Victorian Limestone Caving
Team who is an avid reviewer and corrector of Trove pages. Kim pointed CSS in the direction of
many old newspaper articles in Trove, some of which were previously unknown to the Society.

Enjoy.

John Brush

Front Cover: Montage from photos by Dave Purchase (1950s), Bluey Thomson (1960s), Andy Spate (1970s), Annette
Robertson (1980s), Neil Anderson (1990s), Greg Middleton (2000s), John Brush (2010s & background).

Back Cover: Photo montage showing recent activities of members (pics by S March, L Petrovic and J Brush).
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What CSS has been doing over the past decade
John Brush

Since the 50™ anniversary celebrations in 2004, CSS and its members have participated in a broad
range of cave and karst-related activities across Australia and overseas. We have:

o Conducted caving trips once every 2-3 weeks, on average;
- covering karst areas in all Australian states and mainland Territories and overseas;
- quite a few trips were purely for recreational caving, but a good many were to progress
the Society’s documentation, surveying and management initiatives.

o Continued cave discovery, exploration, documentation and mapping activities at:
- Black Perry/ Jounama Creek, Cooleman Plain, Deua, Kybean, Lobs Hole/ Ravine,
London Bridge, MacPhersons Creek, Marble Arch, Michelago, Paddys River (Cotter),
Taemas, Warroo, Wee Jasper, White Rocks and Wyanbene; and at
- Yarrangobilly, in support of SSS efforts;
- but not at Rosebrook or Cave Flat, largely because of access difficulties (for example,
Cave Flat is usually submerged beneath the waters of Lake Burrinjuck).

o Undertaken and/ or supervised major engineering works, coordinated by Dirk Stoffels, to:
- design, build and install a gate in Dogleg Cave, Wee Jasper;
- design, build and install a bridge in Fossil Cave, Bungonia;
- design and build an improved RDF unit for enhancing accuracy of cave surveys; and
- design, build and launch a radio-controlled video camera on helium balloons in the
Gunbarrel Aven, Wyanbene, preceded by extensive trials in Dip Cave, Wee Jasper.

Dirk Stoffels, assisted by Marjorie Coggan,
Rosemary Nicholson and Steve Pearce,
makes final adjustments to the aerial
surveillance gear, Gunbarrel Aven,
Wyanbene (D Stoffels pic).

o Worked with ACT Parks and Conservation staff in Cotter Cave to remove damaged and partly
burnt wooden infrastructure and a considerable amount of rubbish.

o Produced maps of some 300 caves, including 160 at Wee Jasper and 50 at Cooleman Plain.

o Removed several cubic metres rubbish from an active inflow cave (Y47) at Yarrangobilly that
had once been used as a rubbish dump.

o Participated with NPWS staff in weed removal campaigns at Cooleman and Yarrangobilly.

o Explored and mapped some very long and deep caves in Thailand and Laos.
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Joe Sydney supervising rock winching operations
at Grill Cave, Bungonia (J Brush pic).

o Participated with other clubs (and in
cooperation with NPWS) to remove unstable
rocks from two cave entrances at Bungonia
using a combination of brute force and
chemical persuasion.

o Participated in committees and reference
groups to further cave access and management
objectives.

o Initiated cleaning and/or track marking projects
in caves at Wyanbene, Wombeyan,
Yarrangobilly and Wee Jasper.

° Under contract to NPWS, supplied cave/ karst information and management advice on karst
areas in the Deua National Park.

o Provided management advice to authorities through formal and informal communication
channels on the Cooleman, Deua, Indi, Marble Arch, Mt Eccles (Vic), Paddy’s River, Wee
Jasper, Wyanbene and Yarrangobilly karst areas.

o Negotiated access to caves on private land at Burra (ie London Bridge), Kybean, Mt Fairy,
Taemas, Warroo, Wee Jasper and to a number of lava caves in Victoria.

o Reactivated The Very Latest in 2007, after a long period of dormancy;
- 28 years since the previous regular issue and 13 years since the last special issue.

o Provided speleological services and ‘expertise’ to scientific expeditions in Flores, Indonesia
(Neil Anderson) and Timor Leste (John Brush).

o Supported the Wee Jasper Community by organising and/ or participating in several events
during the Wee Jasper Naturally weekends.

o Members have participated in a range of national and international cave / karst conferences.

o And a steadily growing number of members have joined the Australasian Cave and Karst
Management Association (ACKMA) and have been participating in its activities, for example:
- 4 members attended the 10-day AGM and field trip at Mulu Caves, Malaysia in 2010;
- 7 members attended the 2013 Biennial Conference at Waitomo (NZ) in 2013;
- 8 members attended the AGM at Yarrangobilly in May 2014.

o Undertook a project to map, track mark and selectively clean Nice Cave, Wee Jasper;
- a spectacular but very delicate cave on private property.

o Successfully applied for grants to assist in funding:
- the gate project in Dogleg Cave (thanks to the ASF Karst Conservation Fund);
- cleaning work in Wyanbene Cave (ASF Karst Conservation Fund and NPWS);
- upgrading the Society’s SRT, lighting and safety gear (Volunteer Grants Program).

o Continued to study the inter-relationships between limestone and fine fermented grape juice.
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The early history of CSS (1954-1964)
as revealed through the pages of The Canberra Times

John Brush

The CSS archives contain very little original information relating to the formation and early years of
the society. However, it is possible to reconstruct a reasonable account of the early history of CSS
from the pages of The Canberra Times. This is now a relatively easy task, thanks to the ever-
expanding resources of the National Library’s Trove. The Trove collections of digitised records,
include many early Australian newspapers, are accessible on-line and have searchable text.

That so much material on CSS made it into newspapers of the day is remarkable and points to the
existence of a very efficient public relations machine within CSS. It was not unusual for The
Canberra Times to report on a forthcoming CSS trip in the lead-up to a weekend and then, early in
the following week, to publish an account of the Society’s weekend activities.

The events leading to the establishment of CSS were recounted in The Very Best of The Very
Latest; the special issue of The Very Latest (Volume 11) published at the time of CSS’s Fortieth
Anniversary celebrations in 1994, but are repeated here to present the story from the very beginning.

In December 1953, Brian O’Brien, a member of the Sydney University Speleological Society
(SUSS) became separated from Fred Stewart, his caving companion, and failed to return from a trip
into East Deep Creek Cave at Yarrangobilly. Fred made it out of the cave and raised the alarm.
Many people soon joined the search efforts, including six members of the Canberra Alpine Club
(Jim Webb, Vic Pickering, Dennis Robinson, Jack Leslie, Clive Pritchard and Graham Young).
According to The Canberra Times, all six were experienced speleologists, but none of them had
previously visited Yarrangobilly. After spending nearly 3 days in the cave, O’Brien was found in a
previously unknown section by Jim, Vic and Dennis.

Student Found Unhurt In
Hitherto Unknown Cave

SYDNEY, Thursday 17 December 1953.

Brian O'Brien, 19-year-old University science student, missing since Monday in a network of caves at

Yarrangaobilly, was found alive to-day.
O'Brien was found by a search party in a He had been without food, water or light
passage of the caves not previously known. | for three days.

"I knew Fred would get out and go for
help. In the meantime I tried to find a stream

’ which runs through the cave and would have
His first action on walking out of the cave | o o 400 o dwgohpen.'

with the search party was to fall on his knees
to drink his first fresh water from a running
stream.

He suffered no ill effects, but was ravenously
hungry.

O'Brien and a companion, Fred Stewart,
of Burwood Road, Burwood, went to the

caves on Monday aftemoon. They are both There was a happy scene when the boy
members of the Speleological Society which | and his father met at the mouth of the cave.

studies cave formations.

OBrien's first words when found were:
“I'm sarry for the fuss I've caused, but I think
1 have found a new cave.”

He thought it was Wednesday when he
— .. wry |Was found, and told searchers he had
Both embraced and Mr. O'Brien said: "He | ooy a1o had only about half an hour's sleep

The youths became separated. Stewart
found his way out of the caves and went for
help when he discovered OBrien was
missing.

MOTHERS THANKS

OBrien was found in dramatic
circumstances at the bottom of a 900f1 cave.

The boy's mother, Mrs O'Brien, who was
staying al the Caves House at Yarrangobilly,
collapsed when she heard the news. After she
recovered, she said: “Thank you so much
everybody.”

O'Brien walked out of the caves in a mud-
spattered pair of overalls and a beret.

is @ good boy and I knew he would not do
anything silly.”

Young OBrien told searchers: "I was
pretty cold down there and my acetylenc light
became exhausted, so I wandered round in
the dark to keep warm.”

He added that he was following his
friend, Stewart, on Monday when they
suddenly sparated in onc of the arms of the
cave.

*1 saw an apening and walked further into
the cave to try to find a way out,” he said.

He kept awake in case he heard searchers
exploring the cave.

O'Brien’s main feeling was of being
locked in a dark room, but he said he was not
particularly afraid, as he felt it would not be
long before he was found. He had no means
of telling the time.

To-night, at the Caves House, O'Brien is
catching up on much needed sleep.

Canberra Times Friday 18 December 1953

The Canberra Times, 18 December 1953
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YARRANGOBILLY EXPLOIT BY CANBERRA PARTY

Membera of the Canberra Al-
Club who found Brian

ness over & routs which wis al-
most imposaible with light

The party comprising Jim
Webb of Mulwala House, Vic.
Pickering of Forrest, Den:l:
Robinson of Reld House, Jack

Graham Young, of O'Connor, re-
turned Lo Canbirra at the week-
e

no previous ge of ¥Yarra-

beent in the cave only two hours
before thoy found O'Brien.

He and Jim Webb were check-
ing the routs of other searchers
in an anciemt watercourse when
they discovered a very small
“squeeze’” hole that had been
missed In an intensive search of
| the ariginal cavern.

gydney previous Laying ‘&' paper trail as they
gnulmﬂ cave l:tu\lf:rflﬂl‘?hu- went, they squ.ezed through the
1y, ssid he had climbed in dark-| Aperture und proceeded along 4

b passage when they saw the mark
of o vrarmpan &nd A AMEE al-
print,

PINNED BY ROUK
At one stuge Webb was pinned

Leslie of Yarralumia, Clive Prit-| bY @ falling rock but he munagd
chard of Gorman House, and| '0_free himself,

and Pickering turned Lo
bring other searchers to the cav-
They had not gone far
when they met the N 8.W, Buper-
ngobilly intendent of Caveu} ;ir. I-‘tnnz}‘r;
: Mr. P, McGregor, of Bydney, an

M, Tikeing wud ey Bec Dennis Robertson, who had fol-
lowed the paper \nrough Lie pas-, gyt He had previously marked
hd the entrance, but could nol find

it in Lthe dark.

Wi

nd. .
+ All were lrlﬂh sts, but had| €70
nowl

snge,

‘The larger party then follow-
ed the trail, which at times went
up steep formations. At times
the cuve was 60 to BO feet high
and varied in width af 100 to
200 feet. !

The cave gloped down from its
sntrance. but the tracks led up
:reviges towards higher lsvels,
ndicating that (¥Brien nad been
trying to find his way outl.

Tne purty calied untll ther:
was a response above the echoes.
i Mr. Pickering siid members of
With a single trail confirmed. the party wad am
O’'Brien hau reached such 8 posi-
tion without a light.

He told his finders that
climbed inlo the cave in his
search of a river and was aboul
w reiurn when his Jight gave

The Canberra Times, 21 December 1953

He was suprised to discover
how many searchers were look-
ing for him, He had expected
Ly be found by his friends.

On the way back to =afely, |
the party discovered the mark|
that O'Brien made to ind cate
the entrance, O'Brien was found |
BOD feel nway. |

Mr. Pickering smid that Mr. |
Finney described the cave us one
af the mosxt beautiful he had
Been.

The-party from Canberra sug-
gested that If developed, it shouid |
he named after its discoverir,

'O'Brien,

Mr. Pickering #ald that many
fine marsupial fossils were notic-
el in the new cave |

The rescuers’ suggestion for the cave to be named after O’Brien, should it be developed as a show
cave, did not come to pass. However, the search and rescue incident did start them thinking. It
sparked a deeper interest in caves and in the following months, the Alpine Club cavers and a few
others discussed the feasibility of forming a separate caving group in Canberra. Their plans came to
fruition at the end of October 1954, when the Canberra Speleological Society was established during
a weekend trip to Cleitmore and The Big Hole, as noted in The Canberra Times the following
Tuesday (below, left). Two weeks later, the 17 December issue noted (below, right) that the
Society’s second outing would be a trip to Cooleman, with some members planning to walk in via
Mt Gingera (a tough walk) while others would travel by jeep (a rough ride in those days).

CAVE EXPLORERS
FORM SOCIETY

Canberra, whose clubs
and associations cater for a
great diversity of interests,
gains yet another organisation
with the formation last week-
end of the Speleological
Society, for the purpose of
exploring mapping, and
preserving information about
the limestone caves areas in the
Southern Tablelands. Isolated
groups of caves explorers and
speleologists have carried out
work in caves systems in this
area for many years, but
inadequate records, or no
records at all, have reduced the
value of the work already done.
Office bearers elected are:
President, Mr. J. Webb; vice-
president and secretary, Mr. E.
A. Lane; records officer, Mr. H.
Black; treasurer and equipment
officer, Mr. J. Leslie. All
caving information and

enquiries should be sent to the
secretary at the Hotel Acton.
The society's maiden venture
last  weekend was an
investigation of the Clietmore
Caves system and the "Big
Hole" at Kiawarree. Members
plan to descend the hole, 300
feet deep and 225 feet across, to
discover whether it connects
with any underground cave or
river system. The society is
seeking information about cave
regions and limestone outcrops
in the area so exploration trips
may be planned. Members
believe at least a dozen
important and  only-partly
explored caves exist within a
radius of 100 miles of Canberra.

Canberra Times Tuesday
November 2 1954
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The activities of that first Cooleman trip were covered in two issues of The Canberra Times. The
first, published on 23 December within two days of returning to Canberra, reports the discovery of
what was thought to be a blind cave fish (see below, at left). It also noted that the discovery was
made almost a year to the day since the Brian O’Brien incident and that O’Brien had given his
rescuers a Christmas present, though what this might have been was not revealed.

The Canberra Times 27 December 1954

The second article appeared four days later and included a photo of Murray Cave (above, right).
Both issues mention discovery of a new chamber filled with spectacular decorations that could be
viewed through a small hole. This was in what later became known as White Fish Cave.

The party also visited River Cave. This fact became evident in January 2010 when Jenny Street
noticed a small lead tablet tucked into a narrow fissure above the stream in River Cave. The tablet
was inscribed on one side with the date of the CSS trip and on the other with the participants’
names: (Jim) Webb, (Joe) Jennings, (Vic) Pickering, (Harry) Black, (Ted) Lane, (Mike) Provis and
Barr (see photo on the next page).
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The inscribed tablet,
recording CSS’s first
visit to Cooleman was
found in River Cave in
2010

The 23 December report of the blind fish discovery captured the nation’s attention — or perhaps it
was just a slow news period in the days leading up to Christmas, because news of the discovery was
published in many regional newspapers across the eastern states, including in Goulburn, Wagga
Wagga, Newcastle, Adelaide, Burnie, Maryborough, Rockhampton and Ipswich.

Two weeks later, the fish story returned, with The Canberra Times noting that scientific interest in
the discovery was high and suggesting that a trip to attempt capture of a specimen was on the cards:
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CSS was soon in the news again, this time after running a combined trip with the Canberra Bush-
walking club to Wyanbene, where low water levels enabled the party to progress further into the
cave than previously:

The Canberra Times 18 January 1955
What people are doing - BUSHWALKING NEWS

Canberra bushwalkers have not been idle over the Christmas New Year period. Two parties
from the club went on walking tours in New Zealand, and four parties represented the club in
Tasmania. As well, a party did an extensive trip at Christmas in the southern A.C.T., climbing
Mts. Kelly and Scabby, and returning over Mt. Gudgenby, with a detour to take in the aboriginal
rock painting in the valley of Rendezvous Creek. As a result, a number of social evenings are to
be arranged in the near future to give walkers an opportunity to exchange stories and show
colour slides of the places, they have visited. Two one-day trips have been organised since
Christmas. Last Sunday the club combined with the Speleological Society in an interesting trip
to Wyanbene. Cave, and since the creek running through the cave was extremely low, members
of the party were able to penetrate more deeply than previously. On the previous Sunday, a large
party enjoyed a pleasant trip to Pierce's. Creek and Vanity's Crossing on the Upper Cotter. Next
week-end ...

A little over a month later, another article noted that
a return trip to Cooleman was planned to attempt the
capture of a white fish - which was to be netted,
killed, preserved and conveyed to the Australian
Museum for study. There were also plans for
explorers to “cut their way into” a chamber full of
beautiful speleothems.

The article also reports on the discovery the previous
week of a new deep cave at Wyanbene that was
unable to be explored because of a lack of
equipment. This minor inconvenience was soon
sorted. Just nine months later (well, things did move
more slowly in those days), the Society having
obviously obtained the required equipment was able
to explore and produce a map of the cave which by
then had become known as Ridge Mine Pot.

The Canberra Times, 25 Feb 1955
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In April 1955, the paper reported that CSS members returned to Cooleman for that fishing
expedition and were successful in netting, killing and preserving a fine specimen (see below), as had
been planned. However, even before the specimen was dispatched to the Australian Museum in
Sydney, members appear to have had suspicions that the fish was only a trout that had become
trapped in the cave and slowly lost its pigmentation. The suspicions were later confirmed when the
museum identified the fish as a Rainbow Trout.

After dealing with the fish, the “men” (and they seem to have been almost exclusively men in those
early years) set about enlarging the hole into the decorated chamber found on the trip the previous
December. After two hours of work they were able to enter what is now known as the upper level of
White Fish Cave.

nets. next expedition
Entering through & tunnel in
the limestong plains, they saw
the fish In 5L of water in &
cryslalclear pool fed by an
stream

After an hour of unsuccessful
attempts, the Sah was caught
and examined

live by , It was surprising
thes & Nad lived by smell in the The Canberra Times, 5 April 1955
-8
After the fiah, the
men spent two hours culting
through rock teo an exten-
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With the Cooleman white fish proving to be nothing more than an ordinary, if somewhat pallid,
Rainbow Trout, media interest waned and it was not for another five months that CSS rated a
mention in the local paper. Perhaps, this was because members had been engaged in other activities
during the winter months and it was simply not the caving season:

With the cave exploring season back in full swing, caving activities were once again back in the
news. Notices of forthcoming meetings started to appear regularly in The Canberra Times. In those
days the monthly meetings rotated around members’ houses or hostel rooms, a practice that
continued until mid-1964 when the Australian National University granted access to a seminar room
in the Coombs Building. This was to become the meeting location for just shy of 50 years. When
increased overnight security measures made use of the Coombs building impractical, the ANU took
pity on us when informed of this long association with Coombs and promptly found and offered the
Society another room in an adjacent building. But I digress.

In the Spring of 1955, the paper reported on CSS’s AGM and noted there would be a practice day on
local cliffs the following day:
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The following Monday, the paper duly reported on the field day:

Despite the heavy rain and the “precarious ascent” of the rugged cliff face, there are no records of
any untoward safety incidents.
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Early in 1956, The Canberra Times reported extensively on the Society’s efforts to explore and map
a ‘new’ Cave at Wee Jasper. This was Dip Cave and it was not until 1957 that the surveying task
was completed. The map, which was published in Helictite in April 1963, set a new standard in
Australia for cave cartography.

Imagine was it would have been like for those early explorers of Dip and imagine also, how
horrified they would be if they were able to return to Dip today and slither their way along the
passages on a busy Saturday!

The Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Friday 3 February 1956, page 2

Vast Cave Sysiem
Near Wee Jasper

A vast new cave system has been discovered by the Canberra
Speliological Socicty near Wee Jasper, It is the bigzest known

eave system in this area,

It was .found last
November, when mem-
bers probod & hele in o
hiilside of a known cave.

Members of the socioly
ventured into the. hole,  lwo
feet square, and lowered
themselves ‘on ladders 60ft,
hefore reaching the tloor of
the eave,

They landeg at the side of
the chamber, which measur-
ed 2001t. long, 5HOfL. across,
and 60ft. high.

Society members  flew
hydrogen-filled balloons to
determine the helght of the

‘eelling,

Around the sides of the
chamber  were numerous
passages, -most of which

have now been explored.

The total length of pas-
sages surveyed by compass,
clinometer and steel tape
now totals more than half
a mile,

The society has been pre-
aring a map of the .cave
or use by the Superinten-
dent of Caves-of the N S.W,
Tourist Bureau, Mr, Finley

WORK IN DARK .

Parties of up  to nine
speliologists have devoled
six week-ends on Lhe taslk,

IL has mennt as much as
12 howrs underground, wark-
ing by ncetylene Inmp, toreh,
amnd eandles, i ‘

Candles have proved great

nss'stance underground by
indicaling air currents, foul
alr, and for instrument read-

ing.
The system is dry, al-
though the walls bear evi-

dence of former streams.

BAMUME S AR TTLLIAT  uaas wra

dence of former streams.
Temperature inside the

enve i about 55 degrees.

enabling the cxplorers Lo

worlt in a certain degree of
comfort, i

During  Lhe
spellologists

heat  wave,
seprching  for
sink holes on Lhe surface
complained of the heat,
while thelr companions deep
below ‘were working @n
swealers,

FORMATION i

Every known (ype of'
formation wus seen in the|
eave.

Some were unigque For
Australia, “including cave,
pearls, small limestone
marbles formed by constant
dripping in small pools, and
spongy formatlon, similar
lo cream cheese, known
overseas as "moon milk."”

From the amount of for-
mation, it Is believed the
cave is considerably older
Lhan other caves in tie
Coolamon Plains arcas.

Some of the formations
are In very fine, condition,
glistening and  colourful
while other scctions of the
caves are dull, lack sparkle
and are chalky. ]

Some of the larger for-
matijons have been damnged
by earthguakes.

CAVE FAUNA

The several scientists in-
Lerested themselves In . cave
faunn in Lthe eavern, ™

The floors of some parts

of the eave were covered
deep. with bat dung.
althauvesls Farr lhales urava ahe

deep.  with bal dung,
although few bals -were ob-
sevved at this time of the
year,

Many types of insccts
were cold cted, several of
which were sent to the Aus-
tralian Musecum, Sydney, for
fdentification.

The Australian  Museum
hus requested lavger collee-
tions Lo he made to enahle
pos tive  Identifieation by
oversear OXIII"‘I'L‘E!, :

One of the groups of
spiders hns alrendy ' heén
despatched overseas, - °

Article continued on next page
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THREE MEMBERS of
the Canberra Speliological
Society (left to right),
Messrs, D. Moore, J. Jen-
nings and W. Lucas, meet
with all the hazards of
mountaineering in almost
complete darkness as they
make their way up a
bridge of rock to an upper
corridor in the new cave
they discovered in the
Wst Jasper area. This
and the photo on page |
was taken by another
socicy member, Mr. F,
Douch,

On 12 April 1956, The Canberra Times reported on a CSS
meeting (see at right) where a new program to explore and
study the caves at Wee Jasper was set out. It seems that Wee
Jasper was chosen because wet weather (and 1956 was a
record year for flooding in southeastern Australia - Ed) had
forced the postponement of work at Cooleman. The research
component of this work was driven by Dr Joe Jennings and
resulted in several papers in Helictite.

EXPLORING VAST NEW CAVERN

Programme For

Investigation On
Origin Of Caves

A new exploration pro-
gramme in e Wee Jaspar
caves svstem to determine
the foctors vesponsibde fur
the formalion of the system,
was mapped oul nt a meeting
of the Canberra Epeleological
Society. ]

Members sald the informa-
tion would be of vorkl-wide
interest.

The caves were most un-
ustial and had unique geo-
logleal featuves,

They had now boen cenl-
pletely mmpped by wembers
M Lhe socletv. '

Work on wnc wvooininn
Caves had been deferved by
wet weathor.  Most of the
Cives hal undergrounl
sircams and these hind Loen
swelled by heavy rains.

Underground flooding hal
also caused cancellation of a
joint exploration with Lhe
Sydney University Spcleo-
logical Saciety at Easter.

‘The soclety is sccking
medical advice on methods of
medical aid to those injuvred
underground in places of
diffcult access,

, . It hag a-stringent codg -of
gnfety measures myd an az-

eidenl-frne record.
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If the lack of articles in local newspapers articles is any guide,
1957 appears to have been a quiet year for the society. Maybe it
was simply a case of the media relations officer being on
sabbatical, or perhaps was exploring caves somewhere. It not
until mid-1958, that CSS was again mentioned in The Canberra
Times. And then it was all about the Cotter (Paddy’s River)
Caves. First, it was announced that the society planned a meeting
there and this was to include classes in laddering and belaying,
surveying, photography and also bat catching and banding, both
now lost arts in CSS. This was an ambitious program for a single
meeting and suggests CSS members were very fast learners back
in those days.

Several months later, there was controversy within the society
over what access control and safety measures should be
implemented at the Cotter Cave — this battle was fought, at least
in part, through the pages of The Canberra Times, as the
following clippings show. The arguments raised seem
remarkably similar to those advanced in the 1970s, the 1990s, the
2000s and no doubt will be again at some time in the future.
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After the Cotter controversy died away, all appears to have been quiet on the caving front until late
1960 when the big news was the ASF conference (ASF’s Third Biennial Conference), which was
held out at Sturt Island on the Murrumbidgee (see following pages).
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CONFEREMCE
- OF CAVES

]
STUDY GR““P The Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Friday 30 December 1960,

The Ausirnlian Spele-
ological  Federation will
hold its third biennial cons
ference ot Sturt Island,
near Canberra, from De
cember 26 to M.
Spclcorlogy is the scientific

study of caves,

M)t{:mbcrs of the Canberrd
Branch of the Socicty will be
hosts to ncarly 40 visilors
from all parts of Auslraliz.

A serics of field tips 10
caves in surrounding disticts
will be made in the New
Year.

Canbcrmh n'u:tnbnl_::;!ns ‘:ig
supervisc the excursi
!h:l:x assistance of the Sydney
Spelcological Society and (he
Sydney University Spelealog-
ical Socict ; A

The speleologists will ex-
plore and survey new G
and study the faum
flora and the water found i
them,

Scyeral é"“?-’md-“?ﬁ I:ﬁ
experienced skin div
tcr?d to explore the depihs d;f
many of the caves with un
water equipment.

The Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Saturday 24 December 1960, page 2

Underground
Explorers
In Conference

Canberra residents probably would be
surprised to learn that a group of genu-
ine cavemen are living less than 10 miles
from their front doorsteps.

These cavemen—and some
cavewomen——are at the
lY.l\;l[.C.A. camp, Sturt Is-
an

Between 20 and 30 of them
have travelled from all parts
of Australia to attend
third biennial conference ot
the Australian Speleological
Federation.

Speleologists are people
who study and explore caves,

One conscientious member
rode his motor cycle from
Western Australia.

Others travelled over
Christmas to be here for the
beginning of the conference
last Monday.

The majority of the mem-
bers belonging to the Fede-|
ration are connecled with'
some scientific organisation. |
such as the C.S.IL.R.O.

Oa t%. ..ld trips -p---- lo-|

gists study particular aspects|red

of the caves. : i

For inslance, one member |
of the Canberra Speleologi-|
cal Society, Mr. D. Purchase. |
studies the types and habits|
of bats, '

Another, Dr. Jenning, also
from the CSI.R.O., analyses
the water found in caves.

Some of the ..ore daring
members are skindivers, who
explore the depths of the
caves with underwater equip-

ment

Successful speleologists re-
quire steel nerves, and no
wonder!

Many of the caves they
examine have never been en-

the|tered before, some are severa!

miles long and all are cold
and damp.

Maybe the need for pro-
tection explains the reason
why so many of the “cave-
men" wear beards.

In the New Year the spe
leogists will make a series of
field trips to caves in the
surrounding district.

Caves visited will incudle
Bungonia, Wee Jasrer, Coo-
lamon and Yarrangobilly.

T ¢ speleologists are
trepid but rot reckless.

They are proud that in
the whole history ol the so-
cicty in Australin not onc
serious accdont has oscur-

The “cavewomen”  arc
equally enthusiastic.

Some are scientists, others
are wives of members or
university students,
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The Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Friday 30 December 1960, page 3

Cavemen (and women)
at the Australian Speleolo-
gical Conference at Sturt
Island this week (left to
right): Miss Barbara Kent,
Secretary of the Canberra
Spelcological Society; Mr.
D. Jennings, gcomorpho-
logist from the AN U;
Mr. Ted Lane, Secrefary
of the Australinn Spelco-
logical Federation and the
Sydney SS.; Mr. Warren
Peck, President of the
ASF, and the Sydney
University §5. and Mr.
Ellery Hamilton-Smith,
from Meiboume.

Ced Pratt at Cooleman
(Dave Purchase pic).
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In mid-1961, there were “exciting’ trips to Dogleg Cave at Wee Jasper and to The Big Hole in what
is now the Deua National Park. Dogleg had been a major focus interest since 1958 and continued to
be so through to the mid-1960s as efforts were made to pass the three sumps and explore the inner
reaches of the system. Of course, the efforts were often thwarted by the notorious sand trap at the
first sump and by high water levels at the inner two sumps.

According to the paper, three members made it to the bottom of The Big Hole and their efforts were
filmed for Television. The trip is also mentioned in the June 1961 issue of The Very Latest and
names the three climbers as John Wanless, Bob Galloway and Mike Melbourne, supported by a
surface party of 20. There is no mention of the TV crew, but it does note there was a complex
telecommunications system with four headsets worn by key personnel, including the telephone
technician (Ced Pratt - Ed).

Meanwhile, back in less-exciting Canberra, monthly meetings continued to be held at members’
houses, as duly advised in The Canberra Times each month.
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In 1962, the Coppermine system at Yarrangobilly attracted the interest of members — and the
attention of The Canberra Times. An attempt was made to push Y10 (Old Inn Cave) towards the
stream outflow at Y12 (Coppermine Cave), but to no avail. A rough map, recording their
exploration efforts was drawn up and is published for the first time on the next page.

The Canberra Times Thursday 25 October 1962

What people are doing — Wide travel by Society

Canberra Speleological Society travelled widely on field and exploration trips in the last year.

The annual report presented by the president, Mr. Graham Young, at the annual meeting last
night showed the association ran trips to Yarrangobilly, Wee Jasper, Wyanbene and Cliefden.

Club members also visited caves at Buchan, Jenolan and the western district of Victoria in
private excursions or with other clubs.

One of the club's main efforts was at Yarrangobilly, where it concentrated on one cave in the
search for the Coppermine Cave link. The society made a compass and estimate sketch of the
cave and plans to continue to explore it and make a more accurate survey.

The society finished a survey of Punchbowl and Signature Caves at Wee Jasper.

Club member, Mr. Dave Purchase, continued his work with bats and with the assistance of
several other society members banded about 3,000 bats in the year.

The C.S.I1.R.O. has recognised the society's work and is following its work with interest.

The society met to discuss the formation of an organised search and rescue group in the
A.CT.

Representatives from eight clubs and associations attended the meeting and decided to
establish a rescue group with official recognition. E S L

Two members are studying the needs and demands for
local rescue work.

Joe Jennings in Cave Creek, Cooleman
(Dave Purchase pic).
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The 25 October 1962 issue of The Canberra Times (see page 68) mentioned the efforts of CSS
members and other local outdoor groups to establish a bush rescue group in the ACT. It was to be
the first of such articles over the ensuing years and was followed up with a more comprehensive
piece just a few weeks later:

Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Saturday 17 November 1962, page 2

- Does A.C.T. Need A

Bush Search Group?

By A Staff Reporter .

If Canberra were a coastal eity, a vigorous surf elub would
have been formed many years ago to protect residents from
the common danzer—the sea. -

force of s *com-
mandos” would be ever
ready 1o aid  swimmers

against the menace of shark
attack and drowning.

But the mountaing which
slope down inte the Federal
Capital melt into sunburnt
flats, not salt water; and
voung men pass the time in
the sporis of landlubbers.

Tn spite of apparent
sm:urily, bowever, those who

“dwell in the Southern Table-
lands face the possible dan-
er of becoming lost in the
ush when they venture too
far from settled areas.

Lagging
Why, in the face of this
constant possibility, is there

not a corps of dry-land “life-

cxperience in the bush.

other large cities.

Fifteen young men, repre-
senting the Canberra Speleo-
logical Society, the Skin-
diving Club, the Aerao Club,
the Walking and Touring
Club, -St. John Ambulance
Brigade, Rover scouts, the
¥.M.C.A. Ski Club and the
Alpine Club attended the
meehing. - ;

'I’h_e orpanisation, whicb is
still in process of formation,
will be called the A.CT.
Secarch and Rescue Organisa-
tion Bush Search Group.

A detailed questionnaira is
being sent to all members of

dour bs, . seeking ,in-

! Lr el
formation on their health and

savers,” ready to search for| “The esident of the
a missing child or adult at §hleological Society, Mr.
short nolice? Graham Young, said the

Why does the A.CT, lag
behind several States in hav-
ing an experienced band of
men accustomed to the bush
and readily available to lead
a search through the most
ropged country?

Those are questions that
have been exercising mem-
bers Canberra cutdoor
clubs for some time. Recently
scveral clubs met with the
aim of forming such a scarch
group in the AXCT., thus to
bring Canberra into line with
other large cities,

scheme for a search group
had been evolving for a long
time,

The large-scale search for|
gight-year-old Nicky Som-
mers, of Reid, from Septem-
ber 2-4, had accelernted the
nced to form such 2 group,
he said.

“Nearly 600 people ans-
wered an emergency broad-
cast to search for the boy,”
he said,

“Without detracting from
their willing response, it was
felt by many that this huge

felt by many that this huge |;;.;;:h.,-fz"'ﬁr'.";x;éu;:&_ir‘l'ia._ i

number of people, mainly in-
experienced, hindered ylh:'.
search.”

. The clubs which were mov-
ing to form the search grou
believed that 60 men experi-
enced in the bush and its
ways would have been more
effective than the “kecn and
green” 600, he said.

Sysiem

A spokesman for the Walk-
ing and Touring Club said
the danger of such a large

number of searchers was that |

the inexperienced themselves
could become lost.

“Members of bushwalking
clubs wonld be accustomed
to travelling fair distances in
a day,” he said,

s & also know how to
feed themselves in the bush
and are nccustomed to stay-
ing ouldoors for three or
four nights."” )

However, the wuntrained
usually were unable to walk
far in one day of searching
and were unable to maintain
themselves in the bush.

System and efficie were
keywords in any effort to
rescue anyone lost in the
bush, he said. ;

Such a group of bushmen
would be able to -work in
smoothly with police and

Army and , Navy . yolunteer
searchers, ‘Mr, Young said.

Experienced “footsloggers”
had greatly aided official
search groups, particularly in
rugged arcas Tasmania,
Victoria and N.S.W."

Search. proups had also
been established for many
ears in New Zealand, and
in overseas countries where
the unwary wanderer often
fell victim to snow and
rugged lersain,

. Young said the A.C.T.
Commissioner of Police, Mr.
Richards, had been told of
the projected formation of
the group,

Mr. Richards had asked
for more detailed informa-
tion on the mcthods of the
group before giving it his
blessing.

“The group would not go
into action in a police search
without the sanction of the
police,” Mr, Young said,

“Tt would be supplementary
to police, and pgo wherever
directed.”

The main justification for
the group's existence would
be that it could begin the
search within hours. after a
person was declared missing,

“There has been plenty of
thinking and talking about
such a group—now is the

time to form it he said.
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In 1964, CSS President Graham Young continued his push for a rescue organisation with an
impassioned plea in the Letters to the Editor column in August 1964.

The lobbying efforts seem to have paid off, as a bush rescue service was indeed established in the
ACT, but it was several years later, in November 1970.

Loxin Chamber in Punchbowl Cave, Wee Jasper (Bluey Thomson pic).
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In the 1950s and early 1960s, CSS had strong scientific underpinnings. Several members worked in
institutions such as the ANU and CSIRO and were highly respected in their chosen fields of
scientific endeavour. As the 1960s progressed, the Society developed an arguably more
sophisticated role and, if The Canberra Times is to be believed, came to regard itself as a cultural
institution. It even affiliated with the ACT Council of Cultural Societies and maintained that
affiliation into the Society’s second decade of activities under the stewardship of Mr Neil Anderson.
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How to end an account of the first decade? Unfortunately, the CSS media machine must have run
out of steam as there was no appropriate article — in fact no caving article at all - in The Canberra
Times during the closing months of 1964. Possibly, cultural activities were not as newsworthy as
underground exploits. Maybe a new angle was needed and perhaps CSS should have adopted the
approach of its caving neighbours over at the National University Caving Club, who in 1965 made it
into the social pages of The Canberra Times. How tragic it must have been for a disappointed Ms
Joanne Fisher to discover that a planned trip to Wyanbene had been cancelled because the trip
leader, who was also President, had been hospitalised following a laboratory explosion.

Is this the last printed issue of The Very Latest?

It is becoming increasingly costly to print and distribute TVL to
members and other clubs. As a consequence, CSS is looking at options
for distributing TVL in 2015 and beyond.

How would you prefer to receive your TVLs in the future?
Options under consideration are:
A printed copy, distributed at meetings or by the postal service,
(ie as before, but this option has cost implications);
A PDF version that is emailed to your preferred address;
or

A PDF version that is posted on the CSS website (for a limited
period) for you to download.

These options will be canvassed at meetings in coming months,
but please feel free to contact the Editor or a member of the
committee with your views
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